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The Eagle Scout designation is the highest 

advancement rank in scouting. Only about five 
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout 
Award. The award is a performance-based 
achievement with high standards that have 
been well-maintained over the past century. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as 
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit 
the community. Peter’s Eagle Project was re-
habilitating the infield for the Benson Little 
League Park in Omaha, Nebraska. The work 
ethic Peter has shown in his Eagle Project 
and every other project leading up to his 
Eagle Scout rank speaks volumes of his com-
mitment to serving a cause greater than him-
self and assisting his community. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent Peter in the United States Con-
gress. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating him on obtaining the Eagle 
Scout ranking, and in wishing him nothing but 
continued success in his future education and 
career. 
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CONGRATULATING MERLE SCHNEI-
DER FOR HIS LIFETIME DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mr. 
Merle Schneider. He is receiving the Lifetime 
Distinguished Service Award in the Humani-
tarian category from the Greater St. Charles 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Schneider is well known for his enter-
taining style of auctioneering and emceeing for 
charity events in the St. Louis area. His self- 
taught auctioneering skills have benefited nu-
merous organizations for their trivia nights, 
dinner auctions, and most recently for events 
honoring our veterans. 

For the past 30 years, during the Christmas 
season, Mr. Schneider plays the part of Santa 
and brings joy to many children as he hands 
out candy canes and teddy bears. Santa 
Merle also annually appears at events for 
Toys for Tots, St. Louis Crisis Nursery, and 
also provides opportunities for photos with 
children while listening to their Christmas 
wishes. Numerous organizations have bene-
fited from Mr. Schneider’s emcee skills, St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, the 
Duchesne High School Foresight Dinner Auc-
tion, Foodbank of St. Louis, Volunteers in 
Medicine, and Giant Steps for Autism. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mr. 
Merle Schneider on this Lifetime Distinguished 
Service Award in the Humanitarian category 
from the Greater St. Charles County Chamber 
of Commerce. 

RECOGNIZING MS. RILEY 
HOLCOMB 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Ms. Riley Holcomb for being selected 
as one of Colorado’s Distinguished Finalists in 
the 21st Annual National Awards Program by 
The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards. 
She was selected for this honor due to her ex-
ceptional acts of volunteerism. 

Ms. Holcomb is a seventh-grade student at 
Altona Middle School in Longmont, Colorado. 
She was originally inspired to make a dif-
ference when her aunt passed away from kid-
ney cancer. Over the past four years, Ms. Hol-
comb founded a Relay for Life team which has 
raised over $18,000 for the American Cancer 
Society. It is the ingenuity and hard work Ms. 
Holcomb embodies daily that makes America 
exceptional. She has shown true leadership in 
her community. 

As the recipient of this award, she will re-
ceive an engraved bronze medallion. On be-
half of the 4th Congressional District of Colo-
rado, I extend my best wishes to Ms. Hol-
comb. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Ms. 
Riley Holcomb for her accomplishments. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE OF 
MRS. KAY BEARD 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mrs. Kay Beard for her lifetime of 
distinguished service to our county and our 
state. Kay’s commitment to our community 
has enriched the lives of so many and helped 
guide many of today’s leaders in our region to-
wards greater success. 

Kay was born in Detroit in 1921 and had a 
reputation as a proud and feisty Irish Amer-
ican. In 1946, Kay married the late Jerry 
Beard after he returned from World War II and 
together, they raised five children. With her 
strong focus on family and community, Kay 
became more involved in politics joining Citi-
zens for Educational Freedom and eventually 
running unsuccessfully for State Representa-
tive. Undeterred, Kay kept at it and in 1978 
was appointed to the Wayne County Commis-
sion where she was then elected to fifteen 
consecutive terms, until her retirement in 
2008. During that time, Kay developed a rep-
utation as an outspoken force to be reckoned 
with in Wayne County Government. She cared 
deeply about serving the constituents of her 
district, and did so with distinction for thirty 
years. 

Kay was a beloved mother of five, grand-
mother of three, sister, and a loving wife to 
her late husband Jerry. Kay was deeply in-
volved in a wide array of community initiatives 
including the United Way Community Services 
Board, the Blue Cross Senior Advisory Coun-
cil, the National Council for School-to-Work 
Opportunities, and was a founding member of 
Hospices of Michigan, just to name a few. She 

did this work because it was good for the 
community and in doing so; she set an exam-
ple for what it meant to be a committed public 
servant of the highest order. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today to honor Mrs. Kay Beard for her lifetime 
of service to our community. I considered her 
a friend and a role model, and while her serv-
ice to us will be remembered, her loss will be 
felt for a long time to come. 
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CONGRATULATING RANDY SCHIL-
LING FOR HIS LIFETIME DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mr. 
Randy Schilling. He is receiving the Lifetime 
Distinguished Service Award in the Civic cat-
egory from the Greater St. Charles County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Schilling started his commitment to revi-
talizing Main Street St. Charles in 1992. As 
founder of Quilogy, Randy made the decision 
to set up his business on South Main and also 
purchase five additional buildings on South 
Main which he ended up renovating. 

The dedication to preserving the historical 
aspect of Main Street St. Charles continues to 
this day. Mr. Schilling successfully modifies 
historic buildings on Historic Main Street for 
modern business purposes. The projects he 
has spearheaded have shown the importance 
of supporting the maintenance of these his-
toric structures. 

One of Mr. Schilling’s recent projects is his 
purchase and renovation of the old Post Office 
located on South Main Street. This 10,000 
square foot office space will allow regional 
startups with affordable workspace for men-
tors, potential investors, programming, edu-
cation resources, and a community of local 
entrepreneurs. 

As a native of St. Charles, Mr. Schilling has 
witnessed where St. Charles began and where 
it is going. He graduated in 1985 from the Uni-
versity of Missouri with a major in Electrical 
Engineering. Once he completed his under-
graduate degree, he received his MBA in 1989 
from the University of Illinois in Springfield, IL. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mr. 
Randy Schilling on this Lifetime Distinguished 
Service Award in the Civic category from the 
Greater St. Charles County Chamber of Com-
merce. 
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RECOGNIZING TAIWAN’S PEACE 
INITIATIVE ROADMAP 

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the efforts that our close partner 
and ally Taiwan has made in support of peace 
and stability in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Last year, Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou 
proposed the South China Sea Peace Initia-
tive, reiterating their government’s long-
standing position of shelving disputes and pro-
moting joint resource development in these 
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